Arnold J. Torkelson
July 16, 1933 - September 29, 2020

Funeral services for Arnold Jacob Torkelson, 87, of rural Gilmore City will be held
Saturday, October 3rd, at 10:00 a.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, 1005 11th Avenue North,
Humboldt. Visitation will be Friday, October 2nd, from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the Fellowship
Hall of the church. Please use the west entrance. The family requests face masks be
worn. The Mason-Lindhart Funeral Home in Humboldt is in charge of arrangements.
Arnold passed away quietly at home with his wife by his side on Tuesday, September 29,
2020. He was born on July 16, 1933, to Jacob and Amy (Warland) Torkelson at their home
in rural Humboldt County. He liked to tell people his mother stopped milking cows long
enough for Arnold to be born, and then he took over. He was the fourth of 13 children and
for 11 years was the only boy with his eight sisters, until his four brothers started joining
the family. He was baptized and confirmed at First Lutheran Church in Humboldt. He
began school in Rutland and graduated from Humboldt High School in 1952.
Due to his father’s poor health, Arnold assumed the responsibilities of the family farming
operation at age 14, milking cows and completing chores, along with his sisters, before
and after school. In the late 1940s, his family moved to rural Thor where he began to take
greater notice of a nice German girl while working side by side with her baling hay for his
future father-in-law. She drove the tractor while Arnold stacked the bales. He was united in
marriage to Mildred Kirchhof on December 13, 1953, at Zion Lutheran Church located in
Beaver Township. They made their home and began farming and milking cows west of
Humboldt, on the same farm where Arnold was born. While farming there, Mildred and
Arnold’s six children were born. In 1964 the family moved to a farm east of Pioneer, where
they’ve lived for the past 56 years.
Arnold was an active member of his community, serving on both the Gilmore CityBradgate School Board and the Humboldt County Fair Board for several terms. He was a
long-time member of Zion Lutheran Church in Humboldt where he served in many
positions on the church council and also served as a Sunday School teacher and
Superintendent. Arguably, his greatest service was in solving many of the world’s

problems during the morning coffee therapy sessions at the Pioneer grain elevator. Arnold
was well-known as a self-taught carpenter and woodworker. He took pride in his many
projects, including making his own casket. He was a loving and faithful husband, a
dedicated and involved father, and a very fun grandpa, allowing and even encouraging his
grandchildren to do things their parents wouldn’t have allowed, like shooting off home
fireworks, riding in the tractor loader, and hands-on electrical/welding “lessons.” He once
hosted a Halloween party, while his wife was away, which included bobbing for apples in
their living room.
Arnold is survived by his wife, Mildred; children: Cynthia Bandstra, Chattanooga, TN; Mike
(Mary) Torkelson, West Branch; Becky (Randy) Jones, Anderson, SC; Shelly Phillips,
Humboldt; and Dave (Joni) Torkelson, Humboldt; 15 grandchildren; and 5 greatgrandchildren; siblings: Lois Christopher, Pearl Pedersen, Jean Lehman, Esther (Keith)
Presler, Ruby (Don) Thompson, Russell (Loralee) Torkelson, David (Carol) Torkelson,
Steven Torkelson, and Bruce (Mary) Torkelson; and a host of nieces and nephews
Arnold was preceded in death by his parents; a daughter Jackie (Brad) Daggy; son-in-law
Tom Bandstra; and sisters and in-laws: Naomi Torkelson, Dick Christopher, Cecil
Pedersen, Melvin Lehman, Beverly and Ralph Bowen, Nina and Mike Abrams, and Paula
Torkelson.
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Comments

“

I am sad I did not know about Arnold's services. My heart goes out to the family
especially Mildred. Great thoughts of Arnold's stories float my memory. Learning
different things about my mom. I have the wooden watch he made me hanging on
my bedroom wall. One memory that I treasure is riding with him in combine when I
was little and riding in the tractor with him to unload at elevator. For a city girl that
was exciting. My prayers to the family. Gods love provide you strength until you are
able to join him again in the Lords kingdom. Love to everyone.

Vanessa abrams - October 06, 2020 at 08:32 PM

“

Mildred & family,
We are so sorry to hear of Arnold's passing. I know dad has fond memories of the
time he spent with Arnold at Zion. Blessings to you as you go through this difficult
time.
Harlow & Kelly Sievers

Kelly Sievers - October 05, 2020 at 10:38 AM

“

So very sorry to hear of your loss. Arnold will be so dearly missed. He was a
wonderful and caring man. I have so many wonderful memories of Arnold on the
farm.
Thinking of all of you during this time.
Diane Burke (Carman)

Diane Burke - October 04, 2020 at 04:11 PM

“

Margaret and I would like to express our sympathy to the family of Arnold Torkelson.
We really got acquainted when we would come to the Extended Family Reunions.
We were suppose to have one this year but with the Pandemic it was canceled. He
was a great man and I have many memories that I shall cherish of the times we
would see them. Some people just stand out in your mind and he is one of them. So
Heaven definitely gained here but it's so hard to lose them to our family circles! May
you treasure the many memories he left you with and we shall look forward to the
"Great Reunion" where we shall once again meet!
With Love & Sympathy,
Warren & Margaret Torkelson

Warren Torkelson - October 03, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

Mildred, Shelly, Bruce, Mary and All of the Torkelson Family,
We are very sorry to hear about Arnold's passing. But what a Blessing to still be able
to live at home on the farm and be mobile. If I remember right I think some of his
carpentry skills are within Zion, and also in the kitchen there.
I can recall one potluck at Zion about 1994, where my grandparents, Richard and
Dolores Hacker and I, sat next to Arnold. I'm not sure who mentioned it first, but the
subject came up that Arnold was a first cousin to my great aunt, Janet (Torkelson)
Hacker. I thought that was pretty neat. Then he stated the number of siblings he had,
and I thought...that was a "whole LOT of people." (At the time I also couldn't imagine
having more than two sisters!) I could then see the Torkelson connection....though
Aunt Janet came from a family of three, Don and Janet had 11 kids, and I believe
both Arnold's and Janet's father's, came from a family of at least 12 or more. Arnold
then went onto say that his mother had been a Warland, and his Uncle Perley had
married my Grandpa Lloyd's aunt, Edith (Harris) Lewis-Warland.
May your faith comfort and sustain you in the days a head, and may you find peace
knowing he's now at Home.
Our thoughts and prayers,
Darrick Harris, Donella Hacker, and the rest of the Family of the late Dick and
Dolores Hacker.

Darrick Harris - October 02, 2020 at 10:54 PM

“

127 files added to the album Arnold Torkelson

Torkelson Family - October 02, 2020 at 12:56 PM

“

What an amazing family friend and man of faith. I always saw a twinkle in his eye
and a sense of humor from him and his wife. What a well written story of his life that
really captures his spirit. Grace and peace to you and tell Shelly I am thinking of her
as her former Sunday School mate.

pam nelson - October 02, 2020 at 09:18 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Arnold J. Torkelson.

October 02, 2020 at 08:47 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Arnold J. Torkelson.

October 01, 2020 at 08:39 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Arnold J. Torkelson.

October 01, 2020 at 08:20 PM

“

In four words, "Homemade ice cream . . . yum!!"
from Reggie
Mom says, "and Mildred's chocolate cake!"

Reggie Alt - October 01, 2020 at 07:27 PM

“

My husband, Chuck, Arnold's cousin, always talked about a time as boys when he
and Arnold took the horses and wagon to the neighbor's to get some cats from their
farm. On the way home Arnold lost control of the horses and the wagon and the
horses and wagon went off the road into the ditch and back up on the road. Chuck
said the gunny sack the cats were in flew up in the air and down again. The rest of
the way home, Arnold talked about how mad his "Pa-Pa" would be when he got
home with the broken wagon. How Chuck would laugh as he told it, but of course
Chuck didn't get the spanking either.

Carol Kleveland - October 01, 2020 at 07:11 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Arnold J. Torkelson.

October 01, 2020 at 06:19 PM

“

Arnold was a neighbor to my grandparents Milo and Agnes Bowen. He is also the
brother to our wonderful Aunt Beverly. We wish the family peace and loving
memories.
Elaine Hood

Elaine Hood - September 30, 2020 at 10:52 PM

