Basil "Base" Brock
April 8, 1925 - December 22, 2014

Basil “Base” D. Brock, 89, of Humboldt, passed away December 22, 2014 at the Long
Term Care Unit of the Humboldt County Memorial Hospital. Funeral services will be 10:30
a.m. Saturday, December 27, 2014, at the Faith United Methodist Church in Humboldt with
the Rev. Christy Ehrle officiating. Interment will be in Union Cemetery, Humboldt with full
military rites by the Sathers-Odgaard Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5240 and Adams
American Legion Post 119. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Friday at the Mason-Lindhart Funeral
Home in Humboldt.
Base is survived by his wife of nearly 65 years, Pat of Humboldt; his children, Steve
(Sandie) Brock of Storm Lake, Randy (Carrie) Brock of Postville, Janna (Greg) Emick of
Humboldt; grandchildren, Tyler (Amy) Brock, Aaron (Kelly) Brock, Sarah (Nick) Schluter,
Brad (Ashley) Emick, Matt (Jeni) Emick, Ryan Brock, and Kyle (Nadine) Brock; great
grandchildren, Carter and Aiden Brock, Ty and Mia Schluter, Noah, Cameron, and Bayla
Brock, Zade and Reed Brock, Kesley and Korie Emick, and Mollie and Vander Emick; and
brother-in-law, Jim Funderburk of Des Moines. He was preceded in death by his parents;
his grandson, Cory Brock; brother and sister-in-law, Robert and Edith Brock; and sister,
Doris Funderburk.
Basil Dean Brock, the son of Viggo and Grace (Fowler) Brock, was born April 8, 1925 at
Battle Creek, Iowa where he was raised and educated. Base graduated from Battle Creek
High School where he excelled in Basketball and was named Des Moines Register’s
Player of the Week. He was drafted into the Army and served as a medic in the European
Theater during World War II. Following his honorable discharge, Base returned home and
attended Morningside College where he played basketball and baseball and graduated
with a degree in education. It was while at Morningside that he met Pat Hamand. The
couple was united in marriage on July 30, 1950 at the Sioux Rapids Methodist Church.
They made their home at Rossie and Base began his career as a teacher of History and
Economics and baseball and basketball coach in the Greenville-Rossie School district. In
1954, he accepted a position in the Bode School system where he served as a history and
economics teacher, guidance counselor, driver’s education instructor and girls and boys
baseball and basketball coach. He retired from teaching in 1975 and he and Pat made
their home at Humboldt where Base worked for the Schwann’s company until his final

retirement in 1987.
In his retirement, Base remained active as a driver for Humboldt residents needing rides
to where ever they needed to go throughout the Midwest. He enjoyed stamp collecting,
playing golf and cards, and occasional trips to the casino. In his younger years, Base
played town team baseball and basketball. He was a member of the Faith United
Methodist Church and a past member of the Humboldt Lions Club and the Masonic
Lodge.
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Comments

“

Pat, Steve, Randy, and Janna;
My heart is sad in the passing of your husband and father. He was more than a
teacher and counselor, and the one who drove me home after babysitting with the
three of you kids. He was such a kind and caring man, and he gave so much to those
of us who were his students.
Pat; I want to thank you for all the special things you did for me back when I was a
young teenager. You truly did change my life in very positive ways. And for my sister
Susan, who has gone on before I want to thank you for her, knowing that she now
can greet and thank your beloved in Heaven.
May the Lord comfort all of you with His peace and love.
Jane Olson Maurer Shu
Greensboro, NC

Jane Olson Shu - December 26, 2014 at 03:05 PM

“

Pat and family, Pat, you and Base were such good neighbors to my mom when she
lived next door. We couldn't have asked for better people to have lived next to her.
My thoughts and prayers are with you in what should be the most wonderful time of
year. Prayer for strength for you all.
Sybil Norman Thompson

Sybil Thompson - December 25, 2014 at 07:18 PM

“

Pat and family. Thoughts and prayers to you all. I was a graduate of the class of
1958. I stopped by the hospital just a little over a year ago and a very memorable
afternoon visit with him. We discussed the sardine parties and many other wonderful
He was a teacher that one could always look up to and was a go to person. He was a
true disciplinarian but in a respectful way. He did it for your improvement. I shared
with him the first day he walked into our class room and the whole class was out of
control. He stood at his desk and reached into his desk draw and took out is ruler
and slapped it on his desk sounded like a gun shot and you could have heard a pin
drop. His next comment was this is the way the class room will sound from now on
when I walk in. He got a good laugh out of it. I told him he did get the point across!!
Jerry Jenson
Arvada, Colorado

Jerry Jenson - December 25, 2014 at 05:11 PM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy to Pat and all of your family. Base will always be fondly
remembered. God bless you with lots of happy memories!
Dave & Cindy Halsrud
Spirit Lake, Iowa

Cindy Halsrud - December 24, 2014 at 04:56 PM

“

Base taught me and two of my brothers and sisters how to drive while we were
students at Twin Rivers. We learned during winter time, and he was very patient with
us. My sister learned in spring time, so she had safer driving lessons than we, and
the first time I drove by myself in winter, I remember Mr. Brock's insstructions, "slow
down and don't grip the steering wheel to tight, relax." I'm still driving 45 years later,
safely, I hope. we'll miss your smile, Mr. Brock. Rest in peace, relax.

Peggy (Halsrud) Behrens - December 24, 2014 at 10:54 AM

“

Holiday Homecoming Basket was purchased for the family of Basil "Base" Brock.

December 24, 2014 at 09:25 AM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Basil "Base" Brock.

December 24, 2014 at 08:10 AM

“

We send our sympathy to you all. We have fond memories of Base and Pat and all
the Brocks. You were wonderful neighbors. Pam & Gary Wolfe

Pam & Gary Wolfe - December 23, 2014 at 09:37 PM

“

Pat and family- we were so sorry to hear about Base. Please know that we are
keeping you all in our thoughts and in our hearts. We know that Lincoln and his staff
will take great care of you all. Craig and Nancy Fratzke, Storm Lake

Craig & Nancy Fratzke - December 23, 2014 at 06:07 PM

