Connie L. Brandsgard
July 1, 1925 - April 26, 2019

Constance Louise Brandsgard of Humboldt died April 26, 2019 at Iowa Methodist Hospital
in Des Moines. She was 93 years old.
Connie was born July 1, 1925 in Humboldt, Iowa, the youngest child of William J. and
Veronica (Kiener) Vonderhaar. She was raised in Humboldt where her father owned a
hardware store with his brother. She attended St. Mary’s School, where she acted in plays
and sang and played piano in musical shows and recitals. She was in the last graduating
class of St. Mary’s High School in 1942. She attended Iowa State University to study
fashion design but was forced to leave after a year to help support the family when her
father died in 1944.
While living at the family home, Connie worked at the Triple A office which administered
farm price supports. It was during this time that she fell in love with one of her brother’s
best friends, Mark Brandsgard, and they were married on September 9, 1950 at St. Mary’s
Church. Together they had four children in five years: Mark William, Mary Elizabeth
(Betsy), John Charles, and Matthew Brian.
Connie was a full-time parent and homemaker. She enjoyed sewing and refinishing
antiques and was a talented artist. A devout Catholic, she served as St. Mary’s Parish
secretary and sang in the choir. For many years she was secretary of the Sioux City
Diocesan Catholic Youth Organization and received the Pro Deo Et Juventute award for
her work on behalf of Catholic teenagers. Connie was also a lifelong Democrat and often
hosted receptions for candidates at her home.
In the 1960s Connie and Brandy purchased a cottage at the Humboldt Country Club which
became the scene of countless family and social gatherings. Connie loved to entertain
guests and was the consummate hostess. She was known for her elaborate buffets, the
most cherished of which was the breakfast she prepared early every Christmas morning
after midnight Mass.

Connie was a kind and generous person, but what made her special was her complete
unselfishness. She always thought of others first, was interested in what people were
doing and what they thought, and always remembered what they told her. Connie was
positive and upbeat, always remembered birthdays and anniversaries and made everyone
feel special, especially her grandchildren. She was a loving and tireless caregiver when
Brandy became ill. Were it not for her weaknesses for Moscato and “The Bold And The
Beautiful,” she might well have been perfect.
Connie is survived by her four children: Mark and his wife Rose (Clay) Brandsgard and
their children, Gracie and Jack, of West Des Moines; Betsy Brandsgard of Davenport;
John Brandsgard of Kansas City, Mo. and his daughter Haley; and Brian and his wife
Jonette (Noble) Brandsgard of Johnston and their children, Ben and Erin; as well as many
nephews and nieces. Connie was preceded in death by her husband, Brandy, and her
brothers and sisters: Bill Vonderhaar, Paulette Bradley, Charlotte Schultz, Julia Grethen,
and Jean Vonderhaar.
Visitation will be held Wednesday, May 1 from 5-7 p.m. at the Mason-Lindhart Funeral
Home in Humboldt. A funeral Mass will be held Thursday at 11 a.m. at St. Mary’s Church
in Humboldt. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to St. Mary’s
School Capital Campaign.
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Mason-Lindhart Funeral Home - Humboldt
612 2nd Ave S, Humboldt, IA, US, 50548

Comments

“

84 files added to the album LifeTributes

Mason-Lindhart Funeral Home - May 01, 2019 at 01:59 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Connie L. Brandsgard.

May 01, 2019 at 01:47 PM

“

TrainWreck purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Connie L.
Brandsgard.

TrainWreck - May 01, 2019 at 09:49 AM

“

Ted is 100% right i will never forget those days spending time in connie and brandy's
house with the vonderhaars next gram, and the rest it was a family reunion every
time we went you never knew who would show up. Connie and brandy always had a
warm and loving house it was a special time and a great time to be a kid more
presents and the food you never saw so much food, and good food too connie could
really cook. Mark, johnny, betsy, and brian you guys will always have a specialy
place in my heart for all the love that you showed us you have my greatest sympathy
for your loss but always remember she is in a better place.

John Bradley - April 30, 2019 at 07:36 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Connie L. Brandsgard.

April 30, 2019 at 08:13 AM

“

Mark, Betsy, John & Boge,
My sympathies to all of you. Growing up with Connie nearby was like having a
second Grandmother. The memories I have of Connie (and Brandy) are among the
fondest of my youth. All of the Vonderhaar ladies had a special way about them but
Connie had the brightest, most cheerful way about her.
Christmas night at Connie & Brandy’s was a tradition. Holidays were always more
fun when the Brandsgard’s were involved.
Connie, Brandy and the whole Vonderhaar crew are back together having quite a
time I’m sure. Connie was one of “greats” from the greatest generation and her spot
in heaven is well deserved.

Ted Bradley - April 29, 2019 at 11:09 PM

“

Ted said it perfectly. Some of my best childhood memories are Christmas celebrations in
Humboldt. How lucky are we to have people like Connie and Brandy in our family. Mark,
Betsy, Johnny, & Brian~ you are in our thoughts & prayers.
~Missy Waller
Missy Waller - May 01, 2019 at 12:48 PM

“

Love, Marj, Bill, Mary and their families purchased the A New Sunrise Spray for the
family of Connie L. Brandsgard.

Love, Marj, Bill, Mary and their families - April 29, 2019 at 07:05 PM

“

My sympathy and thoughts and prayers to your family. Brian I can remember exactly
where your family sat in church and loved hearing about her life in her obituary....as
our family moved to Humboldt when we were in 8th grade I had not remembered that
St Marys had a high school as well. How special you all attended there! I can
remember at least one CYO board gathering at your family cottage and your moms
always friendly smile. My sympathy to all of you...Cathi (Fischer) Taylor

Cathi Taylor - April 29, 2019 at 04:29 PM

“

Rose Remembrance was purchased for the family of Connie L. Brandsgard.

April 29, 2019 at 02:28 PM

“

What a wonderful lovely neighbor she was so thoughtful and friendly person she Will
be missed by many condolences to the family, my deepest sympathy

Bruce Watnem - April 29, 2019 at 10:23 AM

“

May the family have solace knowing their mother, aunt and friend was such a wonderful,
giving woman. RIP, Godmother.
Dennis Waller - April 29, 2019 at 11:35 AM

