John N. Dodgen
June 22, 1926 - August 29, 2015

John N. Dodgen was born June 22, 1926 in Sapulpa OK to Claude W. and Margaret
(Pearl) Dodgen. John lived in Oklahoma City, Enid and Clinton before moving to Ft.
Dodge, IA in 1937.
John began his business career at age six selling radishes from door to door. His next
employment was five paper routes until age 14. At age 14, John was hit by an Essex
automobile and laid up for a year in the Ft. Dodge Lutheran Hospital and at home where
he went to school via AT&T’s revolutionary new “Twin Phone” which was the forerunner of
the intercom communication system. At age 14, John became a carhop at Treloar’s Inn in
Ft. Dodge and advanced to Assistant Manager at age 17.
John graduated from Ft. Dodge High School as President of his class in 1944. After high
school he joined the U.S. Navy during WWII and sold $10 million worth of U.S. War Bonds
in increments of $25 per bond to Navy, Marine, Coast Guard personnel along with 10,000
munitions workers in Hastings, NE.
After the war, John attended Ft. Dodge Junior College. He and his brothers Joe and Jack
started Dodgen Industries in 1947 first distributing and then manufacturing farm
equipment. The business flourished so that C.W. Dodgen, their father, became a partner
with his three sons in 1951.
On January 29, 1950 John married Wanda Lou Edwards and they celebrated 65 years
together and had 4 children, 16 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. In 1954 John
took a leave of absence from his business to attend Ottawa University in Ottawa, KS. He
graduated 2.5 years later with a B.A. degree and returned to Dodgen Industries. After
graduation he became a trustee of the college and served for 35 years on the Board of
Trustees. In 1961 he attended Harvard University School of Business and received a PMD
diploma.
Upon returning to the company, John merged his three companies and built the present
factory in Humboldt, IA where, in addition to manufacturing farm equipment, the company
began manufacturing the Born Free Motorcoach and mobile clinics and specialty coaches.
John also helped to establish Farm Egg, an integrated poultry operation.
John was nationally recognized in Who’s Who in the Midwest, Who’s Who in Finance &
Industry, Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in the World, and in A Thousand Greatest

Americans in 2003. John’s extra-curricular activities were varied and many. He was an
avid fisherman and hunter, recognized as a Master Angler by the Canadian Gov’t and a
record Grizzly Bear trophy holder listed in the Boone and Crockett Club. He was also a
pilot having soloed with only 2.5 hours of professional training.
John was a prolific inventor, one product of which he invented was the worlds largest
piece of farm equipment called the Dodgen Pelletizer, with several patents including most
of the equipment his company manufactured through the years. In addition, he received
patents on a tomato cage, BBQ rotisserie oven, an adjustable power windshield scraper, a
pancake griddle to produce pancakes with a hole in the middle, a swimming pool tube to
eject balls through the water up into the air, an athletic game called “Socketball”, a golf
putter that reads the slope of the green, and a Rib Cage catering trailer.
John was preceded in death by his parents and siblings, Della Mae Kennedy, Jack
Dodgen, Joe Dodgen and his granddaughter Emily Downing. He is survived by his wife
Wanda, his children Jim (Roe) of Fullerton, CA; Mary Lou(Hal) of Oak Grove, MO; John
C.T. (Brenda) of Waxahachie, TX; and Lori (John) of Traverse City, MI; 15 grandchildren
and 3 great grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held on Saturday, Sept 12, 2015 at Oak Hill Baptist Church in
Humboldt, IA at 2 o’clock with a 1 o’clock visitation. John will be buried at North Lawn
Cemetery in Fort Dodge at his family’s gravesite in a private interment. The MasonLindhart Funeral Home of Humboldt is in charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

My father, Jams McMahon out of Fort Dodge Iowa, went to school with "Johnny and
my dad talked about him often. . Johnny came to visit my dad in the lat 60's in Pacific
Palisades, Ca., I'll never forget the visit.
My dad told me Johnny was just an egg farmer but after reading the obituary I was
amazed at the genius of this man! I wonder if Johnny ever shared his
accomplishments with my dad, I think not, probably to humble to do so. I remember
him as being a very nice man, I was probably 14 at the time he visited.
My dad passed in 2001, may they both be with the Lord fishing and telling stories
about FD and the war. .
God bless you all.
Jim McMahon Jr

James McMahon - April 22, 2019 at 01:27 PM

“

Thank you for keeping this tribute to Mr. Dodgen open. While I never had the
pleasure of meeting Mr. Dodgen, I had great respect for him and their Born Free
motor coaches. It was the first motorhome we looked at and considered very
seriously. Everyone we spoke with at the factory bent over backwards to answer our
questions and help us as we decide. The forum of Born Free owners mirrored what
the company did: true integrity, honesty and customer service all the way around. I
just learned of Mr. Dodgen's passing, We are so very sorry for his loss and the loss
to the industry. Please know prayers are being said for his family, friends and many
many customers and co-workers and colleagues.

Jane Parks-McKay - January 12, 2019 at 11:40 PM

“

I just ran across this page for John. First, my sympathies to the family for their loss. I
go back to 1972-3 when my wife, Nancy, and I were reps for Born Free - her photo is
on some of the first flyers. We worked and traveled all over for Dodgen Industries
and later became dealers for Born Free in Orlando, Florida. My memories of John
have always been fond and when people find out about Zaki, the Dodgen Industries
first mascot, I always have to tell them my story of Zaki. I ended up putting it on my
website:
http://jimgibsonrealtor.com/fun-stuff/i-am-not-lion.html
It's a good story and the life of Zaki the lion was preserved because of John. Not
many CEO's would take on that responsibility - especially today. John succeeded
because of his spirit and attitude. He taught me a lot while working for him and I'll
always have fond memories of John Dodgen. Especially his pork cookouts!!!

Jim Gibson - October 29, 2015 at 10:19 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John N. Dodgen.

September 12, 2015 at 11:25 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John N. Dodgen.

September 10, 2015 at 07:16 PM

“

When we remember John we think of his beautiful booming voice leading us in song
and his gracious smile as he welcomed us to several rallies. But the memory that we
will always cherish was when we were at the Leap'n Lions biennial in Creede CO
and John was barbecuing for the crowd. He was in need of a cutting board and we
came to his rescue. When he returned the board we asked John to autograph the
board. Remembering John will always bring a smile to our faces.
Sandy and Joel Lefkowitz

Sandy and Joel Lefkowitz - September 05, 2015 at 09:06 AM

“

Born Free Leap'n Lions RV Club purchased the Secret Garden Basket for the family
of John N. Dodgen.

Born Free Leap'n Lions RV Club - September 04, 2015 at 01:23 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all of the Dodgen clan. Many great memories with
your family as a child. Please know my sympathy is with you as you mourn the loss
of your husband, dad and grandpa. Love to you all.
Dee Tabor Cole

dee cole - September 01, 2015 at 09:18 PM

“

John Dodgen was a real cheerleader for the RV industry and for Family Motor Coach
Association. I remember John quite often being invited to sing "God Bless America,"
and then end with the crowd joining in with, "hip, hip, hooray!"
On behalf of the FMCA family, we wish the Dodgen family and the employees of
Bornfree and countless people he touched, our heartfelt condolences. He will
certainly be missed by all.

Jerry Yeatts - September 01, 2015 at 04:00 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. John N. will
be greatly missed.
John & Karen Doyle ( formerly Smith, former receptionist at Dodgen)

Karen Doyle - August 30, 2015 at 04:25 PM

“

We are sorry for your loss and want you to know that or thoughts and prayers are with you
during this difficult time. May all of your good memories give you comfort,
Dr, Dean and Jan Harmon
Harmon - September 08, 2015 at 11:40 AM

