Margaret "Jill" Burr
October 22, 1946 - August 13, 2019

Jill Hansen Burr, 72, of Humboldt passed away on August 13, 2019 in Fort Dodge. She
was born to Ron and Peg Hansen on October 22, 1946 in Rice Lake, Wisconsin. When
she was six months old, her family moved back to the Humboldt area, where she lived the
rest of her life. Her first love was Jesus Christ, and she felt honored to sing of His story,
His love and His great sacrifice bringing us salvation.
Jill had a special gift of music. She sang in church choirs, weddings, baptisms, and
funerals. She sang in the Humboldt Community Chorus for twenty-five years. Children and
animals played a huge part of Jill’s life. She worked with Special Education students in
Fort Dodge and Humboldt, she also had a pet-sitting business for seventeen years.
Her daughter, Rachel, wrote this about her Mother; I have never seen another person with
such affinity for children and animals. I am often struck by the fact my Mother seems to
continually look at the world with wonder and amazement as though she were seeing it for
the first time. I have always said she is truly a child at heart.
Growing up, the happiest memories I have about my Mom were playing games, singing
and having parties. I don’t know how many hours we played games, but she was always
ready to drop everything and play! I used to love it when she sang, “O Holy Night” on
Christmas Eve service every year. Still, all the musical numbers we sang around the
house were fun too!
Finally, there were parties. My mother was a people person and used any excuse for a
party. When we did our bathroom, she wanted to have a “potty party”! She decorated
beautiful and fun cakes. We had big parties on the 4th of July, Memorial Day and Labor
Day.
My mother was a very warm, caring, funny, exuberant person. Her favorite Bible verse
was Revelations 3:8: “I know you well, you are not strong, but you have tried to obey and
have not denied my name. Therefore, I have opened a door to you that no one can shut.”

Jill is survived by her four children Rachel (Nicolas Coulet) Burr, Stephen Burr, Amy Burr,
and Maria Burr-DeHaven; four grandchildren Chelsea, Austin, Zakeem, and Deserée; her
beloved George Tew; sister Ronnie (Butch) Hewitt and many nieces and nephews. Jill was
blessed with many friends whom she referred to as sisters, brothers, daughters, sons and
families. Each of whom were very important to her.
She was preceded in death by her parents.
Funeral Services will be held on Saturday, August 24, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. at the Oak Hill
Church in Humboldt. A visitation will be held on Saturday at the church from 11:00-1:00.
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Comments

“

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the family of Margaret "Jill" Burr.

August 21, 2019 at 11:08 PM

“

I was truly saddened by the news of Jill's passing. We first met when she subbed at
Butler school in Fort Dodge, and we bonded instantly over our dogs. I think Jill loved
dogs as much as I do, and that's saying something. She was as kind and gentle a
person as I've ever known, with an infectious laugh. She will be missed. Prayers to
the family.

Kathy Stanberg - August 20, 2019 at 03:37 PM

“

I graduated from High School with Jill! She was a delightful person! I loved hearing
her sing. She was a caring, happy person to be around! Now she is singing with the
angels in heaven! Love and hugs to the family!

Sue Thompson Wilhite - August 20, 2019 at 12:06 PM

“

We were lucky to be some of Jill's friends and family, seeing all her extended family
share in her life has taught me love has no bounds. She will be missed by the many
she blessed in her life. Peggy and Dale Behtens

Peggy and Dale Behrens - August 20, 2019 at 09:51 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to your entire family. Jill and I were classmates at Humboldt High
School and shared many in activities. I will always remember her kindness during my
cancer treatment. Frances Hood Hedeman

Frances Hedeman - August 20, 2019 at 05:33 AM

“

We loved hearing her sing for many years in the church choir especially on Christmas Eve
service. Now she has joined the Lords heavenly choir. Heather loved getting a snack of
chocolate chip cookies whenever playing dolls with the girls. I hope you feel surrounded by
much love.
Bob and Jan Dodd
Jan Dodd - August 20, 2019 at 08:25 PM

“

Sympathy to the family! We lived on 5th street right across from Jill and the family when the
kids were small and growing up! Jill was a very devoted mother and so talented musically!
She devoted her life to serving the Lord and I'm sure she is singing in the Heavenly choir
right now!!!!
Love and Prayers,
Char (Mrs. John) Westphal and family
Char Westphal - August 21, 2019 at 05:44 AM

