Melanie Luu
December 19, 1964 - December 28, 2015

Melanie Sue Luu was born December 19, 1964, to Charles and Dorothy Ollendieck in
Cresco, Iowa. She graduated high school, spent a summer in France and then attended
Central College in Pella, Iowa, where she spent a year studying aboard in Spain. She
graduated with a BA in Spanish and a minor in Linguistics. After graduation, she joined the
Japanese Exchange and Teaching Program and taught English in Iwata, Japan for two
wonderful years. She fell in love with the Japanese culture and its language so she
continued her education at the University of Iowa working on her Master’s degree in
Japanese and pedagogy along with a teaching degree. She spent a summer training in an
accelerated Japanese language program from Middlebury College in Middlebury,
Vermont. Then she lived in Japan and studied at the University of Tokyo.
She met the love of her life while living in International housing in college. They waited till
they finished their degrees and for Melanie to return home from living abroad before they
married. It was also around this time, that both Melanie and Binh came to faith in the risen
Savior. Once married, they worked and brought two beautiful talented daughters, Sophia
and Isabella into this world. Life was never the same since the girls arrived on the scene.
They raised their children in the church.
Melanie had a gift for teaching and enjoyed instruction in foreign language. She valued
cooking, gardening, traveling, Bible study, her cats, and most of all spending time with her
family and friends. They would often eat breakfast and dinner daily together. She devoted
her life to her children. In return, Sophia and Isabella are a reflection of their parents love
and dedication to the Lord.
She is survived by her husband Binh, daughters Sophia and Isabella along with parents,
Charles and Dorothy Ollendieck, her brother Michael, his wife Natasha, their two children
Andrei and Brittany and her favorite sister Melissa along with her two cats Mona and Tulip.
She was greatly loved and will be dearly missed. In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting
that money be sent to the Humboldt High School Band and Art Department.
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Comments

“

I am saddened to hear of Melanie's passing. I got to know her when she stayed at
the Hope Lodge in Iowa City. I remember how important it was to her that we
celebrate Binh's birthday while they were here. We wrote happy birthday on the cake
in both Viet Namese and English. She was a sweet lady with a big heart. I know she
will be missed.
Kelly Lamb, Manager, Russell and Ann Gerdin ACS Hope Lodge in Iowa City.

Kelly Lamb - January 19, 2016 at 10:23 AM

“

We are very sorry to hear about the passing of Melanie, she spent time living with us
while teaching at Bettendorf. We were also able to attend her wedding in Pella.
Again, our sincere condolences -from John & Ethel Hegeman, Bettendorf.

John Hegeman - January 11, 2016 at 11:58 AM

“

My sister Jean sent me Melanie's obituary and I was so surprised to see she had
passed away. Binh, Sophia and Isabella - all of you are in our hearts, thoughts and
prayers during this very sad and difficult time for your family. I cherish the memories
made with her and your family and remember the fun we had when we went to
Ledges State Park and did the creek walk there. That was a fun day. It was also
wonderful to see you in your Davenport home when we visited after our 20th class
reunion. The years have gone too quickly, but I will always remember the lovely
hospitality and joyful spirit Melanie had. She was like an angel on earth and will be so
missed by so many. I will cherish my memories of her and the short time I got to
spend with her on this earth. May your family feel some sense of peace in knowing
she is with God in heaven.
Blessings and best wishes,
Jane & Dan Runneals
David & Jonathan

Jane Runneals - January 06, 2016 at 10:41 AM

“

Thinking of you at this difficult time. May you find peace in the beautiful memories.
Our prayers are with you.
Matt and Amy (Ollendieck) Brace and family

Amy Brace - January 01, 2016 at 04:57 PM

“

To let you know that thoughts and prayers are with you in your time of sorrow.
She will be sorely missed.
Ron and Sandy Sedam

Sandra Sedam - December 31, 2015 at 06:46 PM

