Michael Berkhimer
August 18, 1953 - November 2, 2017

Michael Berkhimer, 64, of Humboldt, passed away November 2, 2017 at his home in
Humboldt. Graveside services will be 2 p.m. Wednesday, November 8, 2017 at Union
Cemetery, Humboldt, followed by visitation until 4 p.m. Wednesday at the Mason-Lindhart
Funeral Home in Humboldt.
Michael Berkhimer, the son of John and Marietta (Morgan) Berkhimer, was born August
18, 1953 at Fort Dodge, Iowa. He was raised and educated at Humboldt and graduated
from Humboldt High School with the class of 1971. He attended the University of Iowa and
worked at Humboldt Concrete Products during the summer. Following his education, Mike
returned home and went to work for Frit Industries and Russ Meyer Construction. He was
also employed by UBC in Humboldt.
Mike made his home on the families acreage near Sheldon Park where he enjoyed caring
for his cats. He was a caring person who loved all animals and nature, and had a deep
concern for the environment. He was a voracious reader with an incredible memory who
had a particular interest in books of non-fiction and architecture. He was also a kind soul
who enjoyed his solitude and especially found reward in helping his older acquaintances.
In his younger days, Mike was an accomplished tennis and squash player who was invited
to participate on the Iowa Tennis team and played in many area tournaments. Growing up,
Mike was a great pitcher who had a deadly curve ball and was an excellent shot with his
.22. He took a particular interest in rowing, following the sport and spending hours on his
rowing machine. He loved music, especially Neil Diamond, CCR, and B.B. King and was
known to play it loudly.
Mike is survived by his father, John Berkhimer of Humboldt; his sister, Beth Sullivan of
Edina, MN; uncle, Keith Berkhimer of Humboldt; and his many cousins. He was preceded
in death by his mother, Marietta Berkhimer in 2013.

Cemetery Details
Union

Previous Events
Graveside Services
NOV 8. 2:00 PM (CT)
Union

Visitation
NOV 8. 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM (CT)
Mason-Lindhart Funeral Home - Humboldt
612 2nd Ave S
Humboldt, IA 50548
https://www.masonlindhart.com

Tribute Wall
I'm sorry to read this news. I was a classmate of Mike's for many years, beginning
at Rutland School in first grade, I believe. He was very smart, but didn't need
anyone else to know it. I also remember him as an incredibly fast runner who won
every class race. We were not close friends as we grew up, but I admired his selfpossession. My sympathy to his loved ones!
Gary Pedersen
Gary Pedersen - November 09, 2017 at 09:14 PM

CM

Our sincere sympathy to Mike's family. We remember Mike as a fine student with
so much to offer. Please know that others care too.
Cal and Kay Muller
Cal and Kay Muller - November 08, 2017 at 11:38 AM

MR

Mike was an interesting classmate with such a depth of intelligence I was always
eager to hear his opinions in seminar class. He did not let many get to know him,
but winning a smile from Mike was intensely satisfying. Rest in peace.
Sending sincere condolences.
Melissa Humphrey Read, class of '71.
melissa Read - November 07, 2017 at 10:19 PM

MM

I remember Mike as an incredibly smart classmate whom I’d often run into at the
Humboldt Public Library. More often than not he’d be seated in the periodicals
area, reading something having to do with politics. He read nonfiction voraciously
in high school and knew a lot about economic issues. It was fun to listen to him
banter with the other guys, especially Mark Hull and Jamie Vonderhaar, in Mr.
Duea’s current events seminar during our senior year, 1970-71. Mike would
contribute witty, darkly cynical comments that cracked us up and helped to make
that class one of my fondest memories of HHS. From time to time I’d see him
riding his bicycle to the tennis courts in Taft Park, tennis racket onboard, or catch
sight of him playing tennis there on summer evenings. Mike pretty much kept to
himself, and I didn’t know him very well, but I have only warm memories of him.
My sympathy to his family and friends on their loss of a kind, interesting
companion.
Mary J. Mekemson - November 07, 2017 at 03:35 PM

